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Stirred Poetry Collective Guidelines for Performers  
 
Stirred Poetry is a feminist, people-friendly poetry collective and all our events, workshops, writing 
and actions reflect this. The following statement aims to outline what that means in practical terms 
for guests, open mic performers and audience members. Our priority is to create a space and 
atmosphere in which all our guests, performers and attendees to feel as safe and supported as 
possible. If you have any suggestions about how we can improve this guidance document, or make 
Stirred more accessible, please discuss this with a member of the collective.  
 
Requirements for all performers and attendees:  
 

 Stirred is a strictly poetry event, as such we expect all performances to be poetry-based.  

 Stirred is a feminist poetry collective and we expect performers to respect and reflect our 
ethos.  

 We operate a strict safer spaces policy, which is available for reference on our blog and is 
sent in advance to all performers. Anyone who does not adhere to this will be asked to leave 
the stage and/or venue immediately, and will no longer be given a platform at our events. In 
extreme cases we will bar people from all Stirred events. This is not up for discussion, the 
decision of the collective is final.  
 

We have the following requirements for guests:  
 

 Stirred is a strictly poetry event. If you intend your performance to include anything other 
than poetry, you must first discuss it with a member of the Stirred collective.  

 We offer you a 10-20 minute slot, and expect our guests to do a performance that fits within 
the upper and lower limits. If you have difficulty keeping track of time, please let a host 
know, and we will give you a signal after 15 minutes so you can bring your set to a close. 

 We encourage our guests to perform some of their set in line with that month’s theme, 
however this is not obligatory. We also encourage guests, especially those who do not 
identify as women, to read one poem by a female poet they admire.  

 We would like guests to arrive as close to doors opening as possible, in order to support 
their fellow performers. In the event that a guest is unable to attend the event or no longer 
wishes to guest at it, we expect you to give us as much notice as is possible, via inbox 
message or email.  
 

We have the following requirements for our open mic performers:  
 

 Our open mic slots are five minutes or two poems, whichever is shorter. If you have more 
than two very short poems you would like to perform, please discuss this with a host.  

 We expect our open mic performers to arrive on time where possible, and to notify us 
before the start of the event (if possible) via inbox message or email if they are no longer 
able/willing to perform.  

 
We hope that these guidelines will enable us to provide you with a safe venue and welcoming, 
enthusiastic, supportive atmosphere and audience. 
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